
 
 
 
 
 
 
Title of lesson: Peer Conference as Conversation      
    
Suggested grade/age: 3-6 Approximate time needed to complete lesson: 1 hour  
  
Learning objective(s) and significance of lesson: 
(Why is this lesson important in the development of your students’ skills or knowledge?  What do 
you want students to learn or be able to do?  What “best practice” does this lesson incorporate?) 
 
The goal is for students to be able to have academic conversations about their writing 
during peer conferences.  This practice is important because a teacher is only able to 
conference with a handful of students each day.  If students can use each other as 
resources, this decreases the chance of them becoming stuck in their writing process.   
 
In order to have successful conferences, kids need to be taught the social skills of 
active listening, paraphrasing and asking meaningful questions.  They also need to be 
taught writing terms, lessons about the craft of writing, and what strategies to use once 
they become stuck.  These skills need to be taught in an intentional progression with 
thoughtful scaffolding supporting both the academic and social skills required to have 
successful peer conferences. 
 
 
Brief summary/outline of lesson: 
(What steps do you take to implement this lesson in your classroom?  Where is this lesson located 
in the school year or unit—beginning, middle, end?   Does this lesson scaffold or build to a 
culminating assessment or demonstration of learning?)   
 
I model a peer conference between myself and another peer by doing a fishbowl.  The 
observers take notes on how the conference looked, sounded and felt.  I chart their 
answers on a Y-chart. 
   
The next step is to show how I use the Morning Meeting structure to teach social skills 
that can later be applied to academic learning. There are four components to Morning 
Meeting: greeting, sharing, activity and morning message.  My presentation focuses 
specifically on how sharing helps kids learn the skills necessary for having academic 
conversations.  Everything I expect kids to be able to do in my class is modeled and 
practiced repeatedly.  This is done by both teachers and students throughout the 
process of learning a new skill. 
 
The first step to having a conversation is to learn to greet someone politely.  This 
helps break the ground for future conversations.  The structure of sharing provides 
the opportunity to practice the skills of active listening, paraphrasing, asking 
thoughtful questions and making insightful comments related to the person sharing.  
Each of these skills are broken down and taught separately.   
 

Minnesota Writing Project 
---   Demonstration Lesson Template   --- 



In the beginning we brainstorm how people will know if you are listening to them.  
This lays the foundation for what it means to listen.  During the first stage of the 
sharing progression everyone around the circle shares on the same topic.  The job of 
the class is to remember what each person said as a way to practice active listening.  
The sentence starter, “I heard ______ say…” helps kids learn to paraphrase what they 
heard.   
 
Next, we brainstorm questions that will get the most interesting answers from the 
person sharing.  At the end of the sharer’s headline, he or she says, “I’m ready for 
questions.”  Kids get a chance to practice asking thoughtful questions while teachers 
and students share about one topic. 
 
The next stage is to brainstorm sentence starters that will help kids give comments to 
the sharer, which show they were listening.  Ideally their comments show empathy and 
involve analyzing or synthesizing what was heard throughout the sharing.   Again, 
kids practice giving comments while their classmates share.   
 
Now after practicing asking questions and making comments, kids are ready to say, 
“I’m ready for questions and comments,” at the end of their sharing headline.   Kids 
use this same language when they are done sharing academic projects in front of their 
classmates.  This helps make the transition from social to academic conversations.     
 
There are also lessons to address writing skills.  Writers need: 
•Mini-lessons about the craft of writing 
•To practice using writing terms 
•To study mentor writers  
•To use strategies to guide them during the writing process 
•Sentence starters to help facilitate conversation 
 
Related Resources: 
(What technology, articles, books, or supplies do you recommend?) 
 
What’s Going On? By Carl Anderson 
originsonline.org  
 
Possible extensions or adaptations for different purposes/student needs: 

• Teaching these skills to secondary students 
• Teach the same skills related to literature circles 
• Create a peer conferencing sheet 
• Build community to enhance comfort level of writers in your class 
• Use Y-charts at the start of each new activity or unit 
• Post writing vocabulary and sentence starters for conversation 
• Use Critical Response Model with peer conferencing  

 
 
 
 
 
 
For additional information, contact: 

Karla Bisco:  karlabisco@hotmail.com 
 


